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have achieved their elderhood status. 
    The play’s run includes 2 p.m. matinees at El 
Campanil Theatre in Antioch Sunday, September 19, 
and Wednesday, September 22. For reservations, 
call (925) 757-9500. 

el Brooks described A Bench in the Sun as 
“Very wise, very moving, but most of all, very 

funny.” It’s a play by Ron Clark about a pair of older 
fellows who bicker about some of their retirement 
home frustrations, bodily functions or the lack 
thereof, and the past.  
 When an aging movie actress comes upon the 
scene, a new topic of amusing bickering surfaces, 
and ends up bestowing joy in the hearts of  
audiences. As the Stamford Advocate said, “It 
charms throughout.” 
 Clark, a writer for several noted comedians, has 
created a play that will entertain anyone with an 
older  parent  or  grandparent,  as  well  as those  who  

Corinne Kelly, the retired actress, is shown  
with Bill Dietz, left, and Peter Richman. 
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lla Wolfe, a professional 
vocalist for more than 20 

years, will play the lead role in 
Always . . . Patsy Cline, a show 
based on Cline’s friendship with a 
fan and the many songs she did so 
well, such as “Crazy,” “Your 
Cheatin’ Heart” and “I Fall to 
Pieces.”  
 Cline has been described as 
the most influential, successful 

and acclaimed female vocalist of 
the 20th century. The musical 
tribute takes place at El Campanil 
Theatre in Antioch on October 15, 
16 and 17. For reservations, call 
(925) 757-9500. 
 From November 1 through 
November 30, the witty and  
poignant Over the River and 
Through the Woods play includes 
November 14 and 17 productions 

at El Campanil Theatre. 
  The comedy revolves around 
a young man’s grandparents who 
decide to keep him from moving 
away for a new job by inviting a 
young woman as a romantic  
reason to stay.  
 The plan backfires in ways 
that keep audiences in stitches 
and pleased with a satisfying,  
upbeat conclusion.. 
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Director Sharon Redman’s Corner 

reetings! 
This has been a spring of mixed emotions—
shortly after the nice feature that editor Ted 

Fuller wrote about Vagabond friend and benefactor, 
Phyllis Rothman, and before she could see our  
Fabulous Follies show which she had been looking 
forward to seeing, Phyllis lost her battle with cancer. 
Her gracious spirit and love for theater and the work 
of The Vagabond Players will always sustain us. She 
was a dear friend not only to the Vagabonds, but also 
to me personally. It was her encouragement that 
prompted me to return to college at the age of 56 and 
pursue my directing career. Rest in peace, dear 
Phyllis. 
 
 Our Fabulous Follies was attended by nearly 
1500 people—most of whom were seniors. Buses 
pulled up outside the grand lobby of El Campanil 
Theatre and seniors from facilities and cities in the 
area exited to see the musical revue in the majestic 
ambience of El Campanil. To all of you who came 
and supported our Follies I thank you, and I hope 
you enjoyed it as much as we enjoyed performing for 
you!  To all my marvelous singers, dancers,  
performers, staff and crew, I thank you more than 
you’ll ever know. 
 
 I received so many notes of congratulations from 
people who saw the show, but one card warms my 
heart especially—that  from one of my performers. 
She writes: 
     “Thank you for encouraging me to participate. I 
always dreamed about wearing beautiful costumes 
and being a ‘showgirl,’ but not at age 71. I so  
appreciate the opportunity to be in such a wonderful 
production, a real ‘once in a lifetime event.’ You 
gave me some wonderful memories to look back on. 
I truly value being a part of the Vagabonds.” 
 
 A big thank you to the many kind and generous 
patrons who made donations to our matching funds 
campaign, and I’m happy to tell you that The 
Vagabond Players has met its goal. As a result, we 
are planning our 2011 season. 
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 I hope you en-
joyed the first of our 
t w o  s u m m e r  
comedies—Lend Me 
A Tenor—and can 
catch A Bench In The 
Sun. In October we 
bring you Always . . . 
Patsy Cline with the 
vocal talents of  
Vagabond’s very 

own Ella Wolfe starring in the role of Patsy Cline. 
You don’t have to be a country music fan to appreciate 
the old Patsy favorites like “Crazy,” “Walking After 
Midnight,”  “Always,” “I Fall To Pieces,” “Anytime,” 
and more. Check our website for performance info. 
This musical is complete with a six-piece band. 
 
 Watch for the 2011 season announcement in our 
fall newsletter. Tickets for El Campanil Theatre per-
formances in Antioch are easily purchased through our 
website link to El Campanil or by calling the theater’s 
box office at (925) 757-9500. 
 
 We’ve gone green! The Vagabond Players want to 
be conscientious of our environment and be more  
cost- effective, so we’re no longer mailing our  
quarterly newsletter. Our newsletters and recent news 
will be posted on our website, and will still include all 
the information you’ve enjoyed in the past. We would 
appreciate hearing from you or reading your  
comments too, so feel free to send us an email and 
share your thoughts and provide your suggestions. 
 
 Again,  thank  you  for your support of the mission 
and work of The Vagabond Players. You are special to 
us, and we appreciate your support.  
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 A gentleman named Tim declares:  
“Multi-kudos to you and the Players for providing 
this entertainment for those who can’t easily 
travel!” 
 
Dear Sharon: 
     What a great production your Lend Me a Tenor 
is. I think you are a genius, truly a genius, because 
you can do so much with so little to work  
with—no stage, no wings, no backstage crew, a 
very difficult well-known play, and every  
performance in a different place under difficult 
circumstances. And yet you do it and you make 
every production wonderful. I know of no other 
director who can do as well as you do. 
       Janice A. Martinez  
 
Dear Sharon and the Vagabond Players: 
      Thank you for performing for Stoneman  
Village residents. Everyone has commented about 
how much they enjoyed Lend Me a Tenor. It was 
a very funny show and everyone loved laughing at 
the mixed-up singers! Your group is very talented 
and your love for acting was very apparent in your 
performance! Thanks again for sharing your time 
and talents with us! 
       Donna Searfus 
       Ac t i v i t y D i rec to r 
 
 Bonnie from Oakley writes . . I first heard of 
your group in the paper and since then have  
enjoyed many performances. Thanks so much! 
 
 John Slatten of Antioch writes: I attended 
Lend Me a Tenor on Sunday and wanted you to 
know how much I enjoyed it. The players are very 
professional and the play worth seeing again. I 
will tell all my friends that they should attend all 
your future plays. 
 
 Harry from Walnut Creek wrote: I saw my 
first Follies Saturday and truly enjoyed it, as  
obviously, so did the many others in attendance. 

Keep up the good work. 
 (Harry included a check for $25, saying he wished he 
had more to give. His wonderful donation was so  
heartfelt and if he only knew what it meant to us! Thank 
you, Harry!) 
 
 Virginia from Concord, sent a donation, saying: 
Thank you, it was wonderful! 
 
 And so heartwarming are the warm words and hugs 
we get when we go to perform—sweet Marie who sits in 
the front row at Stoneman Village, who always has a 
hug for me along with words of love. And Sylvia at  
Aegis of Concord who has seen every one of our shows. 
How special it is to get their warm hugs and praise. 
 
Pinole’s Bay Park seniors come nearly an hour early to 
select their chairs and 
watch us set up, amazed 
at the set we create with 
simple screens and 
props. They tell us we 
are the best entertain-
ment and look forward 
to our coming, and they 
are such a wonderful 
audience. It is such an 
inspiring feeling to be 
loved and appreciated 
by so many people—strangers in some ways, but dear 
fr iends, almost l ike family, in others. 
 
 The smiles on seniors’ faces is why we do what we 
do—and  it’s not always easy—usually it’s difficult,  
especially on hot summer days. One lady, who sat in the 
hallway and watched us make trip after trip up to the 
third floor at Aegis of Concord, said, “You mean you 
cart all this around, set this all up, and act too?” 
 
 As actors took their bows and kudos after Lend Me a 
Tenor performance at Aegis of Concord, one lovely, 
enthusiastic lady, who fueled the actors with her  
wonderful laughter, said, “We get tired of all the G-rated 
movies—it was fun seeing something a little R-rated!” 
 
 From Antioch Florist—Yesterday I saw the  
Fabulous Follies. My mother asked me to take her and I 
was pleasantly surprised. It was a great show! Thanks. 
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caused quite a stir. People who 
were sitting near us just stopped 
and watched —it was wonderful!” 
     “The Follies was the highlight 
of my year,” says Carol Mushro. 
“What a joy to perform with such 
a great group, from our amazing 
director, Sharon Redman, our ac-
complished choreographer,  
Jennifer Hughes, and all the fine 
fellows and Ya Ya Sisters. I was 
thrilled to be a part of it. 
     “Friends would say, ‘Antioch: 
such a long commute.’ Not so. 
With car pooling and lots of good 

chitchat we had too much fun. 
     “The only tough thing for me 
was finally getting a pair of  
cowgirl boots that fit. In the end, 
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hyllis Rothman, the most gen-
erous of The Vagabond Play-

ers’ individual donors, died of lung 
cancer April 29. Despite her illness, 
she managed to see every one of the 
troupe’s plays except the last  
production—the Fabulous Follies. 
 She and Sharon Redman, founder 

 

and director of The Vagabond 
Players, met in 1991, the year she 
came to California from New 
York to be nearer her family. 
 She had performed in  
musicals in her earlier years, and 
her love of the theater continued 
throughout her life. 
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he Vagabond Players  
first-ever Fabulous Follies 
delighted audiences at El 

Campanil Theatre in Antioch  
during its four-day run in May, and 
also proved a hit with the 50  
performers. 
 “One of the reasons I do theater 
is the people,” says Shawn  
Bonnington. “This was the most 
friendly cast I’ve had the pleasure 
of working with for a long time. We 
weren’t the best dancers (some of 
us), but we had fun, and I think 
that’s why audiences loved the 
show. 
 “We were concerned it would 
be too long but every person I know 
who came said they wanted more. 
So I guess that leaves the door open 
for Follies, the return.” 
 

A jitterbugging coup  
 

     Sheilah Morrison recalls, “When 
we did ‘In the Mood,’ the jitterbug 
couples dancing on stage came 
down and picked someone in the 
audience to dance with.  
   “One night I’m going down the 
aisle, and there is Dale, my  
girlfriend’s husband, so I got him 
up.  Well, he’s a great dancer and 
we started to swing and he picked 
me up, put me on one knee and then 
put me on the other knee (the way 
jitterbuggers did in the ‘40s). It 

they came from a cast member.” 
 Sarah Nichols said, “I had a  
wonderful experience working 
with a most talented and  
energetic cast. The music had 
everyone dancing on and off 
stage during rehearsals and  
performances.  What a thrill to 
have been part of the Follies and 
what an honor. A most incredible 
group of people make up The 
Vagabond Players!” 
       Dolly Grupa’s tap dancers 
from Napa Valley “loved being 
part of The Vagabond Players,” 
she said. “The driving distance 
was well worth it. The theatre 
was fabulous, and the cast, crew, 
volunteers, and audience were so 
helpful and enthusiastic.”  
 The production served as a 
fundraiser and succeeded in  
raising enough, along with  
individual donations, to meet the 
amount needed for a $10,000 
matching fund grant from the 
Dean and Margaret Lesher  
Foundation. 

 “All through the five acts of 
that Shakespearean tragedy he 
played the king as though under a 
momentary apprehension that 
someone else was about to play the 
ace.”—Eugene Field, humorist and 
writer, reviewing Creston Clarke’s 
performance as King Lear 

 

Sheilah Morrison, left,  
and Sarah Nichols 
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hen she first began her count in 
1999, Bonnie Vorenberg found 

79 senior theater groups in operation. 
Today, the president of ArtAge  
Publications has tallied 815. 
 They range from amateur to professional and 
are sponsored by senior centers, educational  
institutions, community theaters, and retirement 
communities.  
 The most popular form is the script-in-hand or 
readers theater performances, Vorenberg says. 
“These help performers leap over the memorization 
hurdle.” 
 She published a directory of groups called  
Senior Theatre Connections that includes this  
comment: 
 “Why does senior theater work?  
 “Performers benefit, taxpayers see their money 
put to good use, and the younger generation  
suddenly has an emotional way to reconnect with 
their elders.” 

        
                                  

           Thank You to Our Supporters!  
 

   The Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation 
  The Thomas J. Long Foundation 
      Pleasant Hill Community Foundation 
   Keller Canyon Mitigation Fund  

 “I coordinate parties, arrange for outings, decorate 
the building for special events, and help the residents 
enjoy themselves,” she says. 
 Those events include productions by The  
Vagabond Players. She’s booked nearly all of the 
plays since the troupe started five years ago. 
 As Donna Watt, 
she began playing 
the piano while 
growing up in a 
small town near 
Philadelphia. After 
heading west, she 
attended San Fran-
c i s c o  S t a t e ,  
majoring in music, 
and married Mike 
Searfus in 1981. 
 “I was a stay-at- 
home mom with 
two girls, and kept 
b u s y  a s  a  
Discovery Toys 
representative,” she 
says. “It operates like Tupperware with nighttime  
parties in the home.” 
   Both daughters were involved in the theater. They 
performed at Pittsburg Community Theatre from  
second grade through high school. Caroline is in New 
York City with hopes of joining a public relations 
firm handling theatrical accounts. Erin, now in her 
junior year at SF State, majoring in theater, has 
helped behind the scenes for Center REP at the  
Lesher Center for the Arts and the San Francisco 
Playhouse. 
 When Caroline and Erin were in high school, 
Donna joined Stoneman Village, which is a nonprofit 
HUD residence.  
      Donna and Mike, a math teacher for a Concord 
high school, enjoy traveling. “Also,” she adds, “I love 
to cook and spend time with family and friends.” 

“ 

 

Donna Searfus 
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love my  job,” says Donna  Searfus.  She has a 
five-minute commute to the Stoneman Village 
Senior Housing complex in Pittsburg where, as 

activity director since 2004, she brightens the day for 
many of the 240 people occupying 145 apartments. 
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Editor:  Ted Fuller 


